We remember hearing the opinion expressed at the time by a competent judge, that this popularity would be more durable than that of most of the other works of the series,?Dr. Prout being in many respects in advance of the general state of knowledge on his science, whilst some of the other authors were scarcely on a level with it.
We rejoice to see this opinion borne out by the appearance of a third edition at this distant date, indicating as it does the continued, though perhaps not very rapid, sale of the work. A considerable amount of new matter has been introduced, by an enlargement of the page, without any augmentation in the bulk of the volume ; and this is for the most part of much value. We think that Dr. Prout has done wisely in restricting his additions within moderate limits, and in not entering upon the field of controversy; and the modest apology which he makes in his Preface must disarm criticism in regard to what may be deemed errors of omission. " The author is still conscious of many imperfections, arising in no small degree from his professional avocations. The varied and difficult nature of the points to be investigated required more undivided attention than he has been able to bestow."
The work commences with a chapter entitled, " Of the leading Argument of Natural Theology; that Design, or (p. 17.) We are much disposed to agree with Dr. Prout, however, in thinking that the very circumstance of the mysterious nature of the operations of chemistry, gives them an impressive interest, which is wanting in those classes of phenomena which are better understood. We witness the utmost order and regularity, as is evidenced in the " Law of definite proportions;" but we cannot account either for this general uniformity, or for the limitations in the combining powers of different substances, for want of some more intimate knowledge of the forces that are concerned, and of their mode of operation. As to the bearing of this deficiency on the argument from design, Dr. Prout remarks as follows :
" Obvious mechanism, though well suited to display the intelligence and design of the Contriver, is not always so well adapted for arresting the attention of the observer, its very obviousness in some measHre depriving it of its interest. But when we see the same Contriver, besides the most beautiful and complicated mechanism, employ other means utterly above our comprehension, though evidently most familiar to Him, the employment of these means is not only calculated to arrest our attention more forcibly, but at the same time to impress us with more exalted notions of His wisdom and power." (p. 18.) It is far from our intention to go through the work chapter by chapter, but we wish to offer a few remarks on the general nature of the argument from design, for which this will be the most fitting place, as they naturally connect themselves with the closing passages of this section. The first of these has reference to the possible denial of the reality of the changes Having said so much in recommendation of Dr. Prout's Treatise, we feel called on to express our complete discordance with his views in one important particular ; and it is rather singular that the full development of these views, in a form which almost gives them (to our minds at least) the character of a reductio ad absurdum, is to be found only in the present edition, a mere sketch of them being all that was contained in the preceding. In the third chapter, entitled "Of Matter and of Physical Agents in general, and of their mutual relations," we meet with the following passages :
" That matter and the power of moving matter exist, both within our own corporeal frames as well as in the world around us, we cannot doubt, without doubting our own existence. By evidence equally irresistible we are impelled to the belief that matter, and power of moving matter, though everywhere conjointly existent and exerted, must be essentially different. In other words, that matter does not move in virtue of any property necessarily belonging to it as matter, but that matter was first created and set in motion by the Deity when he formed the universe; and that the motion then originally imparted to it is still retained, and will continue to be retained by matter, ' 
